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GLOUCESTER COUNTY FIRE ACADEMY GRADUATION 

 

 Deptford Twp. – Thirty-one firefighters will graduate from the Gloucester County 

Fire Academy class on the campus of Gloucester County College on Thursday, 

December 17, at 6 p.m.  

 Director of the Fire Academy Robert V. Hill Sr. will welcome the fall 2009 

graduating class of recruit and firefighters, their families and friends to the GCC Physical 

Education Center to celebrate the completion of six months of fire training. The graduates 

collectively represent 17 volunteer and combination fire service agencies serving 

Gloucester County. GCC Provost and Vice President of Academic Services John Henzy 

will present the opening remarks with the keynote address given by Everett John 

Hoffman, Chief of the Washington Township Fire District.  

The following graduates have successfully completed the New Jersey  

Firefighter 1 program and will be recognized for their accomplishments: Edward Barber 

III (Woolwich Fire Dept.), Ethan Cannon (Mantua Fire Dept.), Nickalis Collins (Star 

Cross Fire Dept.), Jason Cooper (Thorofare Fire Dept.), James Craig (Westville Fire 

Dept.), Jonathan Craig (Westville Fire Dept.), Joseph Craig (Westville Fire Dept.),  

Andrew Crew (Mantua Fire Dept.), Nicholas DeCarlo (Wenonah  Fire Dept.), Nicholas 

Gismondi (National Park Fire Dept.), Robert Graham (Washington Twp. Fire Dept.), 

Donald Hummel (Pitman Fire Patrol), William Jackson Jr. (Deptford  Fire Dept.), Mark 

Jenkins (Thorofare Fire Co.),  Stephanie Kavalchick (Star Cross Fire Dept.), Chris Koller 

(National  Park Fire Dept.), Al Mackler (Washington Twp. Fire Dept.), James McClosky 

(Mantua  Fire Dept.), David Mirkin ( Franklinville Fire Dept.), Shane Mitchell Jr. 

(Gibbstown Fire Dept.), Mark Mossop (Mantua Fire Dept.), Juan Pagan (Woodbury 

Fire Dept.), Justin Partridge ( Thorofare Fire Dept.), Duane Paul Pheasant (Woodbury 



Heights Fire Dept.), Brian Planeta (Cecil Fire Dept.), Kenneth Ridgell Jr. ( Harrisonville 

Fire Dept.), Edward Rodig (Woodbury Fire Dept.), Jeffrey Shinn (Wenonah Fire Dept.), 

Martin Shurr Jr. (Woolwich Fire Dept.), Michael Vaneman (Pitman Fire Patrol) and Sam 

Wilson (Cecil Fire Dept.). 

The Gloucester County Fire Academy offers high quality training in tactics, 

techniques, and safety with classroom instruction provided in one of four spacious 

classrooms equipped with the latest in audio and visual instructional aids.  A modern 

burn building, full-sized aircraft trainer and realistic ranch-style smokehouse dwelling 

provides trainees with practical preparation. Additional live fire training is also offered 

through one of many field props.  

The Gloucester County Fire Academy prides itself on offering a full range of 

mandatory training courses as well as a large selection of specialty training programs. All 

programs are taught by State Certified instructors and when necessary staff with special 

certifications in such areas as EMS, Specialized Rescue, and Industrial Fire Brigade 

training.  

GCC’s 250-acre campus is located on Tanyard Road in Deptford, just off Exit 56 

of Route 55.   

  

 


